Equipping Moms To Raise Godly Families.

Merry Christmas!

In the last several years, Christ-
mas has become a "bad" word.
The socially acceptable thing to
say these days, it seems, is
"Happy Holidays." After all, we
wouldn't want to offend anyone.

| am embarrassed to confess
that on more than one occasion
over the last few years while
shopping | found myself re-
sponding to sales clerks without
much thought: “Happy Holidays!"
|s it just me or has this happened
to you?

Wow! | pause to think of the pro-
found implications this "socially
acceptable” practice could have
on us, our children, and perhaps
even our children’s children.
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It's time to just say "Merry Christ-
mas!"

| want to encourage all of us to
make an intentional effort this year
to put our Savior, Jesus Christ,
back into Christmas.

Ashley Tarter is a Williamsburg,
Virginia, woman who started the
“Wish Me a Merry Christmas” cam-
paign. According to Tarter, ten dif-
ferent polls show that 96 percent of
Americans celebrate Christmas.
Tarter told the newspaper that a
Gallup poll asking people if it is it
okay to say Merry Christmas listed
88 percent of the respondents re-
plying affirmatively. Three percent
were offended at hearing "Merry
Christmas,” and 32 percent were
offended by a "Happy Holidays"
greeting.

Twas the month before Christmas
And In "Any"” town,

Moms of all ages were bustling around;
Making their plans for the Season to come
And hoping and praying they’d get everything done.

They sigh and begin their kitchen brigade

With great hopes for

a most meaningful Season

Moms and children sing carols,
read books and share THE re3son.

As all moms know

And yearn to impart
Christrnas isn‘t Christmas
without Christ in one’s heart.
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cent? (For more information
about this campaign, visit
WWW_ WMamc.com. )

The heart of Christmas is
found in a stable with the birth
of our Savior, Jesus Christ.

“I will bring you good news of great joy
that will be for all the people.” Luke 2:11

If you haven't already, | hope you will join me this
year. | will be intentional, shout it out, and proudly
proclaim to all this year.... ..

Merry Christmas!

As they don aprons and get all the sweet treats made.
Mext on the list ary mom will relate
Is the great number of child-friendly crafts using paper plates.

Buoyed by the knowledge that Granny and Gramps will smile

They prepare preschool crafts to traverse the miles.

Crafts that trace each little sweetie’s appendage

And that require minimal cutting (thus avoiding blood & bandage)

These moms are 3rmed with 3 mission

They want to begin their own fmily traditions.
So they listen to other moms share what they do
And they evaluate what could work for them too.

It is true that the season
Brings much fun and joy.
And |.qughtf:r and merriment,
To each girl and boy.

But Christian mothers” hearts continually share
The message of God's love to their children everywhere.
In the Christmas miracle God’s plan was shown

As the tiny Christ—child to the world was made known.

“Dear Father, draw us nearer to you 35 we pray,
And thank you for the gift of Christmas Day
Please accept our offerings at the manger so baee

And bless our little children 35 we lead then theee






