Equipping Moms To Raise Godly Families.

One of my favorite books is The
Hiding Place by Corrie Ten Boom.
It is an amazing account of Cor-
rie's life in Holland and her sur-
vival of the concentration camps
in Germany. One of my favorite
parts is when Corrie's sister Bet-
sie encourages her to be thank-
ful for EVERY THING! Consider-
ing the circumstances it is almost
incomprehensible. The following
is an abbrebViated version:

Bestie and | were moved to Bar-
rack 28. We lay back, struggling
against the nausea that swept over
us from the reeking straw. Sud-
denly | sat up, striking my head on
the cross-slats above. Something
had pinched my leg.

“Fleas!” | cried. “Betsie, the place
is swarming with them! Betsie,
how can we live in such a place!”
Show us. Show us how.” (Lord)
... Rejoice always, pray continu-
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ally, give thanks in_all circum-
stances; for this is the will of God
in Christ Jesus

Betsie goes on to say that they can
go on and give thanks to God for
every single thing about the new
barracks.

“¥Yes,” said Betsie. “Thank you for
the very crowding here. Since
we're packed so close, that many
more will hear! Corrie!™ she prod-
ded.

“Oh, all right. Thank You for the
jammed. crammed, stuffed,
packed. suffocating crowds.”

“Thank You,” Betsie went on se-
renely. “for the fleas and for

The feas! This was too much.
“Betsie, there's no way even God
can make me grateful for a flea.”

* *Give thanks in all circum-
stances,” “ she quoted.
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And so we stood
between piers of
bunks and gave
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thanks for fleas. From Coordinator
But this time | Chf‘lS’l’IﬂE Bl aden

was sure Betsie -
was wrong.

Betsie and Corrie began to
have meetings in the barracks,
reading from the Bible, and
sharing God’s love. pgs. J97-
199)

And because of the fleas not one guard had
ventured into Barrack 28, and they continued
sharing the &ood News.

There are some "fleas” in my lifel Sometimes it
feels hard for me to choose to be thankful. I am
continually working on choosing to say thank you,
Lord. I am praying that I will give thanks in a//
circumstances, even when it feels impossible.
What are the "fleas” in your life? Can we trust
that God: indeed, has a sovereign plan and pur-
pose for al/things in our life? Let's see what
God will do as we continually give Him thanks for
all things.
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Love is present through the trials. Love reprimands, reproves,
and is responsive.

Love in the Home

If I live in a house of spotless beauty with everything in its

Love crawls with the baby, walks with the toddler, runs with

place, but have not love, | am a housekeeper- not a the child, and then stands aside to let the youth walk into

homemaker. adulthood.

If I have time for waxing, polishing, and decorative
achievements, but have not love, my children learn
cleanliness- not g&lhness.

Love is the key that opens salvation’s message to a child’s
heart.

Before | became a mother | took glory in my house of per-

Love leaves the dust in search of a child's laugh. Love fection. Now | take glory in God's perfection of my child.

smiles at the ti ny ﬁngcrpr[nf‘i on 3 r}E'.w|y cleaned window.

As a mother, there is much | must teach my child, but the
greatest of all is love.

Love wipes away the tears before it wipes up the spilled
milk. Love picks up the child before it picks up the toys.







